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THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, 5 
IT 'S NATURE AND EFFECTS. | 


AV. XVII. | Cos a? 
Anda wag angel took up" a fins like a @ 
Freut mill one, and caſt it into the fg _ 
ing, Thus with violence hall that great IR 
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2 HAT af Revelation is a col 5 
| book, whoſe hidden contents have long 4 
been expected to be opened, by all men 'of „ 
diſcernment into the ſacred ſcriptures, at a | 
future day, and more eſpecially POLY, "the 

time of thefulfilment of it's prediction A 
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4 DESTRUCTION OF pABYLON, [Serm. xl 


Þ preſume, hardly be denied by any 
one, except deiſts and infidels, who on a ge- 
neral ground deny the wi of > the — 
ond the Word of God. ; e 
Tat 9 — period CE I hare. 
in the fulfilment of ſome of it's prophecies 
is now aftually accompliſhed, and the 


5 remainder now at hand taking place, and 
about to take place, is a- fact that may be 
ſeen as clear as the ſun at non - day, by thoſe 


who, in approaching the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


as their only object of love and faith, and a 
life agreeable to the commands of the Word, 
have entered into the New Jeruſalem diſpen- . 
fation. Amongſt which prophecies; as one 
which has had it's accompliſhment i in the 
ſpiritual world, and is producing it's corre- 


ſpondent effects in the natural world, are 
the words firſt, read as, a ſuitable portion of 


5 the: Word, to Which 1 would at his üüme di- 
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rect your meditation. 33 
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That this 8 3 to he Roman 
catholic church, and it's overthrow,, 1 is well 
known in all the reformed and proteſtant 

55 churches; ; 


% Tx F : 
4 (2% 3 
1 % 4 


Serm. XI.] 1's NATURE AND EFFECTS. 5 


churches; but the ground upon which they 
_. "thus relate, was not known until the Lord 

Was pleaſed to open the glories of his Word 

in che New Jeruſalem difpenſation, for the 


general benefit of all mankind, who are wit- 


5 TW Roman catholic church is Babylon, 


ling to be initiated into the i interior contents 7 
'M we ſacred iner es | 


| becauſe ſhe repreſented Babylon of old; or 


in other words, in that church interiorly was 
L the Babyloniſh principle of the human heart, 
which! 1s a love of dominion from the defire 
of the exaltation of ſelf, repreſented by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, when, 
forgetful of the divine hand who raiſed him 
to his heighth of glory, he ſaid, in the pride 5 
and elateneſs of his ſelfiſh heart, Dan. iv. 30, 


Ir not this great Babylon that 1 have built for 


the hoiuſe'of the kingdom, by the might of my 


| ques 5 5 for the Lene of 75 e 
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Dai in ohh primitive ſlate, was this 
ble of dominion; but it then was a love of 


dominion from the regard to uſes, which 


might be performed" to the Lord's kingdom, ST 
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6 DESTRUCTION. OF BABYLON, {Serm. XI. 


conſequently to the ſouls of men, which ſo 
far is laudable. 5 And this was. the original 
ſtamp of the church, as eſtabliſned at our 
Lord's firſt advent. But we know, and are 
ſenſible of the diſorderly. ſtrides the clergy, 
from this love of dominian, ſoon: made. upon 
the underſtandings and the conſciences of 
the laity, even at length making it to paſs 
current amongſt them, that 3 ignorance was 
the mother of devotion; it wanting no great 
diſcernment to ſee, by any one who has at 
all conſulted eccleſialtical hiſtory, that, they 
were no. longer influenced by the love of 

9 uſes, but the love and exaltation of ſelf, like 
the king of Babylon, their repreſentative. 3 
Whereby finally the ſtate of mankind was re- 
duced to that deplorable paſs, that if the 
Lord had not taken the Word from them at 

the time of the reformation, and put it in- 
dio the hands of others more worthy, in order 

Pp keep up at leaft the form of a church, un- 
til he could make his ſecond advent, and 


„ therein perform the laſt judgment upon her, 


of which our text prineipally treats, no fleſh 


Could have been ſayed; for unleſs, there is 
bowe church La the vor, *. N of the 
Weed, | 


\ 


2 


Serm. XI. 171778 NA TU RE AND EFF ECTS- * | 


Word, which may be as the heart and lungs 
5 to all * "th, no human * cold exit, 


| "The Lord effots all PR Ps agrereble 
to the nature of his own divine order, firſt, 
removing ihe cauſe in the ſpiritual world., 
and afterwards. producing correſponding ef- 
teQts in the natural. All judgment is there 
firſt effected, becauſe that is the world of 
cauſes ;. and all things that take place in the 
natural, are nothing but effects from thoſe 
cauſes; and we know that the cauſe muſt 
precede the effect, becauſe it produces it, 
and not vice verſa. Hence we are informed 
by the man whom the Lord permitted to ſee 
into the ſpiritual world at the time of it's ac- 
compliſhment, Emanuel Swedenborg, that 
this laſt judgment took place in the ſpiritual 
world in the year 1757, upon all, ſince the 
Lord's firſt advent, who had previouſly de- 
| parted this life, and had made to themſelves 
imaginary heavens, and fools paradiſes there, 
amongſt which Babylon was included, as 
one of the foremoſt and principal. And 


_ 10 mas n world, yet moſt cer- 
1 a 


however the paſling of the judgment was in- 19 5 


9 DESTRUCTION or BABYLON, [Serm, XI. 
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4 tainly to the man who will take the trouble 
to look about him, there are, and have been, 


and will yet be more concurring circum- 


| ſtances in the world at large, but more eſpe- 
cially 1 in the church, to confirm the teſtimony.” 


It is of that period in the ſpiritual world, 


and of it's conſequent effects in the natural, 
that John was granied to ſee in viſion 
mighty angel take up'a fone like a great mill. 
one, and caſt it into the ſea, Saying, Thus with 


violence ſhall that great city Babylon be caſt 


| Th r d . no more at me” 450 


FS 2 —— 2 * * 4 


BT a $6 _ © 


4 is hs 101d r He: eee in * . 
next chapter is repreſented as the faithful 
andi true, ſitting upon a white horſe, who! in 

righteouſneſs doth jadge and make war, the 

Word of God, ts "IG the Lord as to his W 

vine A ) 


' | 
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5 - The ide pet is REY Ot” 5 155 
"act he it is who cometh from Edom; with 
dyed: garments from Bozrah, travelling in 
the greatneſs s of his ſtrength, the I who 
F in righteouſneſs; "who treadeth the 
lie,, wine · 


4 | * 


 wine-preſs alone, and of the people there 
was none with him; beſidès, in his hands 
alone is all power. In this caſe may be ſaid 
emphatically of the angels, and the Lord's 


faithful, as was ſaid to the Ifraclites when 


periued by Pharaoh at the Red ſea: They 
ſtand ſtill and ſee the ſalvation of God, the 


Lord alone fighteth all their battles for them, 
and to him for ever ſhall be all the praiſe, for 


his own arm alone brings ſalvation.” 


91 


The reaſon why John ſays in our text, 
that heſaw a mighty angel do this, is, becauſe 
no man can fee the Lord in any further il- 


luſtration of glory than his ſtate will bear. 
1 am alluding to the ſpiritual ſight being 
opened, as John's was, now m viſion ; there- 


fore John ſaw the Lord in viſion,” as per- 


forming the laſt judgment upon Babylon, by 


_ repreſentation, before his ſpiritual ſight as a 
man - angel; and the Lord thus appeared as 
an angel to John, becauſe it is in conſequence 


of his coming into and glorifying the human 


judgment. Therefore he tells us, that the 


Father has committed all judgment to the 


Serm. XI.] 1T's NATURE AND EFFECTS, 9 
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10 DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, [ Serm. XI. 


Son; that is, all judgment 1s performed by 
the human of the Lord, in whom is the eſ- 
ſential divine, and from whence is all omni- 
potence to the human; therefore no wonder 
alſo that John, when viewing the infinite 
ſtrength exerciſed by the Lord on the oc- 
eaſion, in the divine human, ſhould ſpeak of 
bim as a mighty angel. We know it is not 
the only inſtance the Lord has been conſi- 
dered as an angel; it was the caſe when he 
deigned to make a viſit to Abraham and to 
Lot, each firſt ſeeing him as an angel, but 
whom they afterwards addreſſed as Jehovah. 
The ſame thing alſo happened to'Manoah 

and his wife; and therefore when they in- 
_ terrogated the ſuppoſed angel what was his 
name, he told them it was Secret, or as the 
Hebrew word is, Wonderful, the ſame word 
being uſed as when Iſaiah ſays, in his gth 
chapter, and 6th verſe, To us a child is 
born, to us a fon is given, and his name ſhall 
be called Wonderful.“ It is alſo upon this 
fame ground that the human, wherein Jeho- 
vah was to come forth in the ultimates of his 
own form, is called an angel, and the angel 
of the covenant. There in our text, 
we 


4 


Serm. XI.] 1T's NATURE AND EFFECTS. 11 


We may trace the Lord as the mighty ang el | 


in his own human, becauſe therein reſides 


and reſts all the force of the eſſential divine, 


with ſufficient ability to uſe it. 


Me now come to trace the manner in 
which the Lord's omnipotence was exerciſed, 


in relation to the ſubject of the laſt judg- 


_ mighty angel took up a ſtone like a great mill 
Bone, ang caſt it into the fea, 95 


n 


By ti ſea, hey 1 hs TY in its 
 Goitinual: ſenſe, we are to underſtand hell; 


conſequently, by being caſt into the 2 0 
: meant wen caſt down. into e. 601 


That ha fon. means ati in 8 art 3 
may be proved from the ſpiritual ſignifica- 


tion of water, when applied to thoſe ho are 
in evil, meaning the dire falſes in which they 


are immerſed, and at length, as in a flood 
overwhelmed, as was the caſe with the poſ- 
terity of the firſt inhabitants of this our 
- world, who, in conſequence of their over- 
| whelwing: and inundating ſtate of falſes, were 


2 by ny 


% 


ment being performed upon Babylon: 4 5 
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12 DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, [Serm. XI. 


at length ſwept away down to hell, as in a 
flood, except Noah and his family. Secondly, 
hell is here called a ſea, from the very ap- 
pearance itſelf. of hell, as exiſting in the ſpi- 
ritual world. The appearance of the hells, 
in which are thoſe who are overwhelmed 
in falſes from evil, is as ſeas, the appear- 
ance of the ſea there exhaling or flowing forth 
as their (| phere. The ſphere of every man in 
anocher life, whether in heaven or in hell, 
exhales and extends itſelf on every hand; 
manifeſting | his internal life's love. Seas alſo 
appear in regard to the heavens, in thoſe 
who are principled i in truths from good, be- 
cauſe waters equally repreſent truth as falſe. 
hood, according to the ſubject of the predi- 
cation, Hence we read in this ſame book, 
chap. xv. ver. 2. of ſome who flood on a ſea 
___ of glaſs mingled with hy OY a n * 
a Gog ee ene, 


Thirdly, that wk a fon, ated FOES OY of 
the wicked, in the Word, is meant hell, 
and by being caſt into the ſea, being caſt in- 

to hell, may be proved abundantly from'the 
Word, But we * 1 w_ call yur attention 

| to 
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Serm. XI.] 1T's NATURE AND EFFECTS. 13 


to two paſſages: the firſt is, that wherein 
| Moſes and the children of Iſrael are repre- 


| ſented as rejoicing over the downfall of the 
Egyptians, in the Red ſea, Exod. xv. 4, 5, 


Pharaoh's chariots and his hoſt hath he caſt in- 


to the ſea, his choſen captains alſo are drown- 
ed in the Red ſea, the depths have covered them, 
| they ſunk into the bottom as a flone, The 
ſea there was a repreſentative. of hell, for 
Pharaoh and his hoſts repreſented thoſe who 
are in falſes from evil, —the-infernals who 


infeſt the Lord's church, and the Red ſea in 


which they were drowned, the hells them 
ſelves, where thoſe falſes are. The other 
3 is in Matt. xviii. 6, 7, where our 
Lord ſays, Wheſo ſhall offend one of theſe litile = 
ones that believe in me, it were better for him 
that à milliſtone were hanged about has 'neck, 
and he were drowned in the depths of the ſca: 
and then follows as a proof of the ſea there 
: alluding to hell, Wo (a term always imply- 
ing damnation) to the world, becauſe of ofs 
fences, for it muſt needs be that offences come, 
but wo to that man by whom the offence 


cometh. / 


We 
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14 DESTRUGTION or BABYLON, [Serm. Xt, 


We now come to the ſignification of a 
mill ſtone, which, as a repreſentative of the 


fall of Babylon, was thus caſt into the ſea; | 
and that may be gathered from it's uſe to 


grind wheat, barley, or any corn for the 


purpoſe of making food to ſupport our na- 
tural life. If we wiſh to enter into the ſpirit 
ol it, we muſt take our minds from natural 
food to ſpiritual; and ſee that whereby ſpiri- 
tual food becomes fit for the ſuſtenance of 
our ſpiritual life, which is a confirmation 


nes We imbibe from the Word, 


of the do 


Whether good and true, or evil and falſe, as 
we ourſelves are in a regenerate or unregene- 
rate ſlate. Theſe words are here ſpoken of 
Babylon generally in her depraved ſtate; but 
at'the'fame time it becometh us to remem- 
ber, that they equally allude to every man in 
the univerſe; of whatever chureh, chat poſ- 


ſeſſes Babyloniſh love and principles, which, 


as obſerved, is a love of dominion . . 


R of the exaltation 5 et f. 


1 


That! a miha Alan e 8 5 
5 tion of evils and falſes, from Tome literal ap- 
hs pores 2 from the Word, may - 


_ 


—_ 
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2 gathered from what our Lord ſays: in Matt. 
; chap. xxiv. ver. 30, when ſpeaking of the 
chriſtian church thus brought to it's end, un- 
der the term of the end of the world, or as 
it ſhould be rendered, the conſummation f 
dhe age, that in that night two women ſhall 
be grinding at the mill, the one hall be taken, 
and "the other leſt. The meaning of which « 


is, that at the time the Lord ſhall make his 

| ſecond advent, there ſhall be many in falſe 
dottrines, as trained | ap in their infancy, and 5 
as having been taught to confirm them, by SHEET | 
their teachers and preachers ; büt as alk + f 

judgment from truth takes place not accords © All 
ing to the underſtanding of truth, but accord. . 

ing to the affections of the love and . Fil 

therefore they are called women, for women "Ti 
always allude to the affections: then thoſe WA 
who are in the affeftions of goodneſs and. |; 

truth, notwithſtanding the falſes they may 


iris + 


A have imbibed, ſhall willingly caſt thoſe pre- 
judices aſide, and receive the propoſed truts 
of the new diſ penſation, from whenee to them 
WO morning fucceeds the night ; whilſt ſuch 

| who are in the ſame falſes, and at the ſame 
. time are in affections of evil and the falſe, 
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rolling fome evil as a ſweet morſel under 
their tongue, ſhall be left, to wander in the 
- darkneſs of the night; that is; ſuch will not 
receive thele truths, becauſe evil affections 
cannot be at concord and agreement with 
them ; and except they repent of their evils 
ere ey leave this world, when their ſpirit 
riſes in the other, they will caſt themſelves 
dovn into hell, as if a mighty angel caſt a 
fone, like a great mill-ſtone, into the ſea; 
and therefore we alſo read in the 22d verſe 
of this chapter, as one part of the ſentence 
| paſt upon the Babylonians, And the ſound of. 
aà millaſtone Heal be heard no more at all in 
be thee ; that is, in that church there ſhall be 
no more inquiry after, examination into, and 
by confirmation of ſpiritual truth, b 


Thus we e ſee che mighty gs to 2 the 
8 1 who performs all judgment, the ſea to 
be hell, and the ſtone, like a great mill - 
tone, to be ſuch as were confirmed in falſes 

from evil, and could noi be withdrawn there 

from, in conſequence of a double confirma- 
1 tion taking place both in their underſtand- 


| inge and in | their affections. Theſe we ſee 
no 


— 
— 
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now caſt down i inte hell at the time of the 


laſt judgment, howe ver before they might | 
have been externally conjoined to heaven; 


they then fled at the blaſt of the breath of _ 
ws: Lord's mouth; 1 


{ po 
, . 


we now come to the vine of the 
ſentence itſelf : ** Thus with violence ſhall 


that great city Babylon be thrown down, 
and ſhall be found no more at all.“ In con- 


ſidering of which, it will be neceſſary that 

we again call to our temembrance, that what 
John now ſaw was in viſion repreſented io 
him in the ſpiritual, and not in the natural _ 


world. 


That natural Babylon, u. as a ey, cannot 
hows be intended, will be evident from the 
conſideration of that empire, of which Baby- 

lon was the metropolis, having come to its 

end long before this period; and it is well 
known, that John's viſions were not as to 
things that were paſt, but prophetic predic- 
tions of things to come. It is the ſpiritual 
Babylon and her fall which is here meant, as 


8 as delended! in the 2d and gd verſes of 
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this ſame chapter, in theſe words: Babylon 
the great is fallen, is fallen, and ts become the 
habitation, of devils, and the hold of every 
foul ſpirit, and a cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird ; for all nations have drunk of 
the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and 
the kings of the earth have committed fornica- 
tion with her, and the merchants of the earth 
have waxed rich through the abundance of her 
delicacies : the whole of which paſſage, as 
well as the words of our text, are to be un- 
derſtood ſpiritually, and allude to that which 
took Place in the ſpiritual world at the time 
bolt the laſt judgment, when was effected on 
ber not a partial, but a total deftruQtion; 
3 that i is, a total deſtruction of her doctrine, 
as heretofore taught by her prieſts, to en- 
ſlave the ſouls of men; it having not been 
permitted ſince the laſt judgment, which took 
place in the ſpiritual world, for a Roman 
catholie to remain in the world of ſpirits as 
uchi it is not there allowed any more for 


any of her . to er "their "GOT 5 
Principles. 43-14 


Every wan, who dies: from the endings 
7 | world, 
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= world, enters firſt the world of ſpirits, where 


he is examined as to the ground of good with- 
in, ſor that is the criterion by which all finally. 


are judged, high or low, rich or poor, and 


not what their doctrines of faith are; for 
men may be ſaved in all faiths, provided 
they live according to conſcience, and are 
endowed with charity: without that life 
| truths or knowledges of heavenly and divine 
things are of no avail; it will be finally of 
no uſe to be among the wedding gueſts, 
- without the wedding garment of charity and 
| faith thence derived: it is by this alot that 
we ſhall be examined ſooner or later, and if 
ve are found wanting there, we ſhall be al- 
lotted to ſome hell, where ſimilar evils, loves, 


and principles prevail with ourſelves. Here 15 
there is no exception; ; after death comes 
Judgment, the execution of which ſentence 85 


is, every wicked man being finally caſt down. 
to hells concordant with their own evil and 


falſe delights, by the mighty angel, 10 * 0 
no more at all, for from thence there is no 


return. The Lord however caſts away none 
: from himſelf, but wage call wy themſelves, 


f 
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We have good reaſon to believe, that 


many who leave the world principled in the 
deſire of goodneſs and truth, yet for want of 


having their underſtandings informed into 


rational and ſpiritual truths, go off with a great 


deal of external evil about them, the Lord 
only knowing whether men can beſt receive 
the truths of heaven that agree with their 


ground of good in this would or in the next. 
Thus, as has been obſerved concerning the 
death of many chriſtians, they have been as 
it were put to bed in the dark; they have 
lelt the world full of gloom and diſmay; and 
many of theſe characters exiſt more eſpecially 
about the time of the end of the church. It 
is not of theſe of whom our text 1s ſpeaking; 
for whilſt the Lord's advent is a judgment to 
the wicked, who externally play the hypo- 
erite, appearing what they are not; to the 


former the ſame advent becomes their ſalva- 


tion, they then receive the truths which 


make one with their affections, and thereby 


the man's internal becomes external, when, 


and not before, they are elevated to the hea- 
ven of angels, the ſpirits of the * made 


„„ 
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But the caſe of the Roman catholics ſince” 


the laſt judgment! is peculiar; before that pe- 
riod, in common with the reſt of mankind, 
they were permitted to remain in the world 

of ſpirits as Roman catholics; but ſince that 


. event, it is no longer allowable for them; 
for although that religion i is ſtill continued, 


and very likely will continue in the world as 


long as the love of dominion from the love 
of ſelf is not eradicated from the human 


heart; yet it has its end in the ſpiritual, and 
it's end was at the prophetic period alluded 


to in our text. Now henceforth all of that 
religion who have exerciſed dominion from 
the delight of rule and authority, and not- 
for the ſake of uſe, no more as heretofore are. 
a to make to themſelves imaginary 
heavens in the world of ſpirits, and there be 
ſuffered to abide for a time; but as ſoon as 
they arrive, they are examined, and if that 
is found to be their interior ſtate, they are 
remanded, and caſt down into their own 
hells, with which their ſpiritual man was 


E even before they ley the * 


* 


Wen we behold Babylon pointed out tro | 
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us as a great city, a city being a place of de- 
fence and of habitation, it leads our minds to 
that which is the defence and habitation of 


the ſpiritual mind of man, which is doctrine. 


And the great doctrine of the Romiſh chureh, , 
which has effected it's everlaſting overthrow X 


in the ſpiritual world, that by which their 
prieſts, and thoſe amongſt them who exer-. 


ciſed dominion over the reſt, played off all 
their mummery to deceive the ſimple, and 
which they laid as the top ſtone of their 
church, was, that the power of the Lord 


was transferred to the pope, their chief, and 


that he was the Lord's vicar, and the ſuc» 
cCeſſor of St. Peter, laying it down as a genu- 


ine poſition, and confirming it from the ap- 


pearances exiſting in the letter of the Word, 
that power over heaven and hell was given 


by the Lord out of his own hands to Peter, 


and that that which the Lord thus conferred: 
- was not his divine power, but his human 
power given to him by God the Father; 
hence his human became not to be beheld as 
the divine human, but as the human of ano- 


ther man. This is their grand city, which 


was thrown den entirely in the ſpiritual 


world, 
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world, never to riſe any more, and is alſo 


tottering in the natural world, as a cauſe ne- 
ceſſarily produces it's own effect. This doc- 


trine is the great city of which this chapter 


* ſpeaks throughout, over whom the lamenta- 
tion is made, in verſe 16, Alas! alas/ 
; that great city, that was cloathed in fine linen, 


and purple, and ſcarlet, and decked with gold 
and fredvous ſtones, and pearls, for in one hour 


ſo as rtches are come to nought. 


© Wh wow cle the whole with oue ge- 


neral obſervation.— What abundant reaſon 
have we to adore the love and mercy of our 
God in opening this book of the Revela- 


tion, now it is fulfilled ſpiritually, and ful- 


filling naturally, and not before. Becauſe, 


had the men of the firſt chriſtian diſ penſation 


been informed, in plain and open language, 
treated of the end of that diſpenſation, and 


of the Lord's eſtabliſhing a new church, 
which is to be called the New St.” 
whoſe doctrines ſhall'all be taught from the 
Lord himſelf, the well-diſpoſed among them 
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their work, the Lord at all times granting to 
man to uſe the ability he has, and requiring 
no more; at the ſame time the evil would not 
have been at all beneftted. But the Lord 
having come again, and eſtabliſhed his ever- 
- laſting kingdom amongſt men, however ſmall 

or contemptible its appearance may be in 
"It's beginning to che world, now the opening 
of the Revelation can do no harm, but on the 
contrary, will be productive of ck good. 2 

We ſee the fatal rocks and quickſands, upon 

which the former church ſplit, and may 
avoid them. The Lord is doing a great 
work in the world; it becometh us to ſtand 
- Mill and ſee his ſalvation, ſtand till as to all 
confidence in ourſelves; at the ſame time 
_ diligent 1 in uſing all means that providenee 
may bleſs us with, in promoting the glory 

of our Lord, and charity amongſt mankind. 

For although we may be aſſured that on the 

e conſummation of the former diſpen- 
ation of grace, the Lord has erected his new 


church on a diſpenſation of love, the God 


of heaven has ſet up his kingdom, which 
| ſhall ſtand for ever, never to be deſtroyed. 
Yet let us be careful where we look for this 

> „„ * 
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kingdom; it is not without to us unleſs it is 
within, conſiſting in his love poſſeſſing our 
wills conjoined to truths in our underſtand- 
ings, and manifeſted in our lives by an obe- Y 
dience to the commands of our Lord and 1 
Saviour Jeſus ans „ 5 


7 Lon for ever and ever. Amen, 


- Now to our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt be ail 104 
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